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IITian devises tablet for the classroom
OMA f Beryl Menezes f Friday, December 30, 2011 500 15T

Rohit Fande has been focusing on personalised learning for the past G to 7 years. The question that vexed him with children
having different learning curves, can there be a device that can serve them all?

Last year, this Delhi ITian's company, Classteacher Learning Systems, came up with the structure of an affordable device
"which makes education accessible to every student accordingto hisf her individual intelligence level " Pande said.

The progeny is called Classpad.

While the 7-inch Aakash tablet, launched with much fanfaronade by Union minister for human resources development, Fapil
Sibal, on October 5, started the trend of school learming, with the government subsidising it to a price point of Rs1,700 for
mass distribution in schools (fromthe original cost of "2,500), the Classpad is priced higher because it offers richer media
and interactivity with more apps and a wider syllabus, longer battery life of 7 hours compared with Aakash's 1.5 hours and
better touch experience.

The Classpad is available in two variants - Traolley, for use by multiple students, and One Tablet Fer Child for individual use.

It also has offers three leaming models - 'In-class’, using which teachers can effortlessly transfer class work, tests and home
assignments to the students' tablet; 'In-school', for out-of-class learning; and, 'In-home’, for parents to monitor children's
school and home wark,

The Classpad is available in tablet sizes of 7, 8 and 10inches, with a battery life of 5-7 hours and processor speed ranging
from 1 GHz to 1.3 GHz The tablet runs on Android 2.2 and 2.3 O3, and has over 30,000 apps that are based on the Android
ar HTMWL 5 platform, covering 1C3E, CESE and a few state schools board syllabi.

By April, Classteacher Learning will add the International Baccalaureate board curriculum too.
The price points for the tablet range from 7,500 to "14, 500,
These tablets are available for students from Standard 3 to 12,

The company has received orders for 1,200 Classpads from several schools in Tier | and Tier |l cities, and according toa
survey of 200 schools conducted during the soft launch, 40% of them are willing to provide Classpad to students in the next
academic year starting April 2012,

Due to the conservative policy of schools, Classpad does not offer any option s for voice calling or Internet usage, but it can
plug into school wi-fi networks.

But Pande is talking to service providers in India for integrating voice calling and Internet facility in retail models of the
Classpad and for remote schools in Tier || towns.

Currently the Classpad is being distributed to schools directly on order and can also be sourced from the website
classteacher.com starting January 1.

"The question to be asked is, can technology create learning for different children? Classpad provides the answer,” Pande
claims.
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12 AlIMS-like bodies by ’17°

Health Panel Bats For Creating Larger Pool Of Doctors

Kounteya Sinha | tan

New Delhi: Indiawill have 12
ATIMS-like institutions by
the end of 2017,

The report of the steering
committes on health for the
12th five vear plan (incorpo-
rating reports of all working
groups and deliberations in
Commmittee meetings)  has
suggested opening of four
new prototypes of premiere
AllIndiaInstituteof Medical
Sciences { AIIMS) inaddition
to the eight already ap-
proverd.

It savs the decision on
where these four new insti-
tutes would come up should
betalien on “the basis of geo-
graphical location, physical
mfrastructure, sase of con-
nectivity with medical col-

Union health ministry is
in the process of
constructing six
ATIMS-like institutesin
Patna, Raipur, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur
and Rishikesh at a cost
of Rs 847 crore each

leges, health mdicators and
local disease hurden™

Union health ministry is
in the process of construct-
ing six AIIMS-like institutes
in Patna, Raipur, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Jodhpur and
Rishikesh at a cost of Rs 847
crore each, up from Rs 232
crore that wasoriginally esti-
matecl. There are expected to
be reacdy by July 2012,

The Planning Commis.
sion has given approval to
two more AIIMS-like insti-
tutes m Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal. “The steering
committes has asked for four
more institutes in the 12th
Plan.,” a ministry official
zaid. The report savs the sov-
ernment medical colleges
should be strengthened for
the dual purpose of creating

a larger pool of doctors and
other healthworlersthat can
be used at primary and com-
munity health centres and
providing  super-specialty
healtheare to the population
inthat region.

With 26 medical institu-
tions have been approved for
upgrade, the panel has said
an additicnal 30 medical col-
lepes established ai least 20
vears ago be identified for
support  through  Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojna.

“Other medical colleges,
in private or voluntary sector
may also be considered for
uperade and strengthening
for starting new postgrado-
ate disciplines and increas-
ing post-graduate seats.” the
report says.
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Hub of education

Alargenumberofinstitutions ofhigherlearning, including 15deemeduniversities,

havebeencontributingtokeep Karnatakaahead

arnataka is today a global IT and
R&D destination. What lies behind
this great success is the state’s con-
uous excellence in the field of
higher education. A large number of institu-
tions of higher learning have been contribut-

ing to keep Karnataka ahead. Among these spe-

cial mentions must be made of 15 deemed uni-
versities in the state. Some of these deemed
universities such as Indian Institute of Science

in Bengaluru are world famous. Others are also

catching up fast.

Manipal

Manipal group has emerged as a knowledge
powerhouse. It was established more than half
a century ago by Dr Tonse Madhava Anantha
Pal. Located on the west coast of South India,
Manipal was a barren wasteland. It was his
vision, which sparked off a virtual education
revolution in the region. As he was a physi-
clan, educaticnist, banker and philanthropist
ali rolled into one, he could think of a multi-
dimensional future for Manipal. Now Manipal
University has not only spread its wings across
the country but also has become a global-quali-
ty educational destination. Dr Pai wanted to
provide quality healthcare but he realised that
in the long term the key to ensure such a ser-
vice would be to spread education, particularly
medical education. In 1953, he set up Kasturba
Medical College, the first private medical col-
lege in the voluntary sector With that began
the story of Manipal University The first engi-
neering college was established in 1957, fol-
lowed by a dental college, pharmacy college
and other departments. After Dr TMA Pai, his
son Dr Ramdas M Pai, who is the present
President and Chancellor of the university;
continues to lead the university to new heights.

®

KLE

In 1916, seven dedicated teachers and three
patrons established the KLE Society, which
since then has transformed the educationally
backward region of northern Karnataka into
afertile land of education. Presently, KLE
Society is successfully running more than 205
institutions in the field of health care, IT,
law and many conventional and non-conven-
tional disciplines.

The great visionary efforts of Dr
Prabhakar Kore, Chairman, KLE Society,
since 1985 have been pivotal in deciding the
direction of its journey as an autonomous
university Established in 2008, KLE has not
only become a favourite choice of brilliant
students but also opened up new vistas for its
talented faculty members through various
international collaborations.

w ¥

BLDE University

BLDE University is one of the premier uni-
versities in Karnataka. A number of institu-
tions are affiliated to this university and it
offers numerous courses from undergraduate
to doctoral level. It has become a famous uni-
versity for imparting high-quality education
in various fields including medicine and
engineering. The university is well known
for organising BLDE-UGET entrance exami-
nation for the admission of candidates in °
various undergraduate courses. The universi-
ty has made a notable presence in the fields
of nursing, pharmacy, business management,
fine arts, women's literacy, ete. It was found-
ed by the BLDEA organisation, which runs
more than 75 institutions in Karnataka. More
than 25,000 students are currently studying
in these institutions across the state,
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IGNOU to hold
workshop on
~ educational -
resource planning

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
)

New DeLH), DEcemBer 30
Indira Gandhi National
Open University (IGNOU)
will organise a fiye-day
workshop on educational
resource planning (EJRP)
from January 7 till 12,

The workshop is a collab-
orative project led by IIT-
Kanpur and has Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU),
Amrita University, Dayal-
bagh Educational Institute,
NIT-Hamirpur, IT-Roor-

kee; Jamia Millia Islamia’

and Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
University as team mem-
bers.

It is aimed at providing a
common platform to univer-
sity administrators, faculty
members and information
and communication tech-
nology (ICT) professionals
to share their ideas on devel-
opment and implementation
of EdRP modules in univer-
sities and educational insti-
tutions.

The EdRP project has been
sanctioned by the National
Mission on Education
through ICT (NMEICT) of
the ministry of human

resource development
(MHRD),
The workshop will be ben-

eficial for the institutions
that wish to implement the
EdRP system and/or e-learn-
ing system. It will also help
the students by giving them
an opportunity to interact
with experienced develop-
ers.

Each partner institution is

actively engaged in devel-
oping different modules for
the EdRP.

The registration form is
available at
www.ignou.ac.in. The reg-
istration fee, which is Rs
200 for students and Rs 500
for others, is to be paid
through demand draft drawn
in the favour of IGNOU,
payable at New Delhi. The
last date for registration is
December 31, 2011.
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Discovered: Gene that
causes pancreatic cancer

cientists have identified a genetic

mutation which they believe increases
the hereditary risk for developing
pancreatic cancer. The finding of the ataxia
telangiectasiamutated gene, or ATM, may
hold the key to better screening the fourth
most common cause of cancer-related
death, the researchers said. Less than 5% of
patients survive five years after being
diagnosed with the cancer, to detect which
thereis norecommended screening tests at
present, Roughly 10% of patients come from
the families with a history of disease.
“There was significant reasonto believe
this clustering was due to genetics, but we
had not, to this point, been able to find the
causative genes that explained the cluster
of pancreatic cancer for a majority of these
families,” said lead study author Alison
Klein, an associate professor of oncology at
the Johns Hopkins University.
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